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THE EVANGEL – MARCH 2024 
News and Ministry of the First Presbyterian Church  

 

 

A Parable about Patching Potholes and Penitence by Interim Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Daniel Corll.  

My driveway is ¼ mile long.  Since it is the path to our farm, I call it a lane.  I prefer the term driveway 
for suburbs and city dwellings.  Our lane has—what I call at this me of year—rural speedbumps.  The 
potholes that develop with the freeze/thaw cycle of winter has created the speedbumps.  In wisdom, 
our entrance and exit down the lane to our house is much slower this season of the year than others 

because of naviga ng the potholes/speedbumps.   

The lane was once smooth, covered with stone, packed down and pressed together.  Today, it is a series of craters!  As we 
have driven over it the stones have been displaced, forced to the edges of the lane.  That which is good has been forced 
to the side.  In its place are what have become craters/rural speedbumps that get filled with water which freezes and 
loosens the former solid surface of the lane.   

At some point, before the spring rains, I will have to fill the speedbumps with more gravel and other filler to return it to 
the former surface.  It will take energy, planning, work, and a en on to the good stone at the edges of the lane.  But for 
now, I must carefully maneuver my vehicle in and out of the lane, so that it does not do damage to the steering 
mechanism of my all-wheel drive SUV.   

We are in the season of Lent.  It is forty days, not coun ng Sundays, from Ash Wednesday up to Easter.  It is a me to 
reflect on what Jesus has done for us by his life, ministry, teaching, miracles, signs, sacrifice, suffering, death, and 
resurrec on.  It is a me to draw closer to God through spiritual disciplines:  worship, prayer, praise, repentance, silence, 
and soul searching.   

Lent is an opportune me to contemplate all that Christ has done for us.  The ministry of Jesus is bathed in love, 
compassion, service and sacrifice.  It is God’s love fully expressed through Jesus Christ.  It is love extended to us through 
the presence of the Holy Spirit.   

Lent becomes the me to consider the direc on of our spiritual lives.  It provides a me to focus on the ‘potholes’ that 
have developed.  It gives, to you and me, the me to plan recovery and renewal in our lives.  By disciplines of faith and 
spirit we discover how to once again fill that which has worn away, or been displaced, or the good which has been set to 
the side.  It prepares us to remove what has been disrup ve and deteriora ng from our focus on God.   

There is no ques on that I will have to deal with ‘rural speedbumps’ again.  Even now I am preparing for restora on of 
the lane.  I know my plan.  When the ming is right, I will put it in place, and again enjoy and appreciate a smooth means 
to traverse the lane.  This Lent is an opportunity to fill the spiritual ‘potholes or speedbumps’ that influence your spiritual 
growth and maturity.  I highly recommend the life and ac vi es of the church with worship each Sunday at 8:30 and 
11:00 am.   On Wednesdays, a brief worship service of scripture, silence, song and medita on is offered.  SOULSTICE 
gathers in Our Chapel at 7:15 pm each Wednesday of Lent.  It is coordinated by our Music Director:  Kevin Dill and 
members of the Music and Worship Commi ee.  I commend it to you.   

Our Holy Week and Easter Celebra ons are:  Wednesday:  March 27—Souls ce at 7:15 pm.  March 28—Maundy 
Thursday Communion and Tenebrae.  March 29—Good Friday, Last Words from the Cross.  March 31—EASTER 
MORNING:  Worship at 8:30 am and 11:00 am.     

Watch the speedbumps!  Rev. Dan.                     
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Notes from the Director of Music 
 
It seems a bit strange to be writing about Easter when the calendar says it’s only halfway through 
February, but with the holiday falling so early this year, our newsletter’s publication schedule dictates 
that it must be so.  Holy Week begins on the 24th of March, and as usual, much will take place within 
the span of those seven days: 
 
Palm Sunday:  Festive worship at 8:30 & 11:00 AM.  On this day we commemorate Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, with palm branches and shouts of “Hosanna!”. 
 
Wednesday of Holy Week: Soulstice at 7:15 PM.  This candlelight gathering in the downstairs chapel 
will prepare us for the events ahead with music, prayer, and silence. 
 

Maundy Thursday: Tenebrae with Holy 
Communion at 7:30 PM.  At this service 
scripture is read and hymns sung while 
candles are extinguished, recalling the 
night on which Jesus shared his Last 
Supper with his disciples, and then was 
arrested.        
     
Good Friday: Musical Reflections on the 
Seven Last Words at 12:00 noon.  Each of 
Christ’s seven last words from the cross, 
recorded in the Gospels, will be paired 
with a suitably appropriate piece of music. 
 

Easter Sunday:  Festive worship at 8:30 & 11:00 AM.  We celebrate the Resurrection with flowers and 
Alleluias.  The French Creek Brass Quintet and the Choir will be with us for the 11:00 service only. 
 
There’s a magnificent drama that unfolds over the course of Holy Week, and only by immersing 
ourselves in the whole thing can we hope to understand what it all means.  I encourage you to take 
advantage of the opportunities for worship listed above: no matter how many Holy Weeks you’ve lived 
through, there’s always room to discover something unexpected each time! 
 
Until next time, 
Kevin 
 

  

The Last Supper, Juan de Juanes (d. 1579) 
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March 2024 
 

Happy Blessed Easter 
March 31, 2024 

 
 February 18th, the elementary Sunday school class began a new unit entitled, 
Walking with the Way Maker. This unit’s lessons centers on some of miracles Jesus 
preformed.  The lessons will demonstrate Jesus’ divinity and how he is constantly 
with us in times of difficulty.   These lessons will show how “Jesus, the Way Maker, 
loves us and preforms miracles to show His power and love.” 
  

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31. 
 
 

March P.R.A.Y. meetings are scheduled for March 6th and 20th.  Mrs. 
Foster and Mrs. Lubomski will be continuing the tour of The Beatitudes.  Mrs. 
Claspy and Mrs. Janes will assist them.  Supper is always a fun way to end the 
evening.  Thanks to Mrs. Malone and Mrs. Corll for preparing those evenings. 

 
 
An Easter Egg Hunt event is scheduled for Saturday, March 23rd 

from 10:00-11:30 a.m.  It is open to all children of the church ages 1-12, 
and friends.  A reservation sheet will be available starting March 3rd.  It 
will be included with the church bulletin each week up until March 
17th.  PLEASE complete a reservation form and return it to the church 
office not later than March 19th.  The congregation will be asked to 
donate “goodies” for the eggs.  The morning’s activities will include 
doing a special service project, games, the Egg Hunt and a light lunch.   
 

  
 March 3rd and March 17th Youth Group will be meeting with Mama 
Shelly and Grambo in the Youth Room at 9:30 a.m.  Youth Group finished 
their study of the Ten Commandments in February.  Faith Smith created a 
challenging game in the Gym that included questioning the youth on their 
knowledge of the commandments.  Rumors were, it was a lot of fun!!!  
March 17th will be an Easter activity since there will be no Youth Group on 
Easter Sunday. 

 
Happy Birthday Wishes to:  Henry Fischer – 10 

            Levi Miller - 25 
 

 
Please keep our young disciples and their friends in prayer this month. 

 
Blessings, 
 
Vickie Fischer 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
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":  On February 11, our young 
disciples were at the church entrances collecting soup 
and other non-perishable items for our church food 
pantry that is managed by the Board of Deacons.  We 
received $2,000 in monetary donations and four large 
carts of food!  A special thank you to everyone who 
donated to this mission. Our food pantry typically 
hands out 60-80 bags of groceries each month and 
relies on donations from the congregation to keep the 
shelves stocked.   We appreciate these delightful 
young people who collected the food and the Deacons 
who put all the donations away in the food pantry!   

 

.  
 
 
 

KNIT UNTO 
OTHERS  
Get your needles 
and yarn out. . . . 

Knit Unto Others will meet Wednesday, March 13th 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church library.  Anyone interested 
in the fellowship of knitting, crocheting or cross 
stitching is welcome. We make prayer shawls for 
those in need of the warmth of God’s love; and the 
comfort, prayers, and support from their friends of 
faith.   If you have any questions, you can contact 
Kandy Davis at ksdavis70@zoominternet.net or  
814-807-0156. 
 
 

The church would like to take 
advantage of its online presence 

to connect with members of the community outside 
our walls.  If you have photos of a church activity or 
group, you can send them to kdill@allegheny.edu so 
he can post them on our website or Facebook page.  If 
you’re a Facebook user yourself, please ‘like’ and share 
our posts so your friends can see what we’re up to.  
Let’s spread the word about what goes on here! 
 
 

Stephen Ministry’s Mission Statement:  
Stephen Ministry will strive to equip 
and support caring relationships with 
those experiencing life crisis or 
transitions.  These relationships will be 
marked by confidential, compassionate 

listening and by being a consistent presence in 
another’s life.  We will also use our gifts in shorter 
term relationships that will help people at their point 
of need and will help others see Stephen Ministry in 
practice.   If you would like to talk with a Stephen 
Minister or make a referral, please contact Rev. Dr. 
Dan Corll at 814-333-2161.  
 
 
 

Lenten Study:  The Adult Ed class 
will continue the Lenten video series 
by Timothy Keller.  Timothy J. Keller 
(1950-2023) was the founding pastor 
of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in 
New York City, co-founder of 
Redeemer City to City, and the 

author of several books.  The Adult Ed class will study 
“A Journey Through Lent, Reflecting on Christ’s 
Sacrifice for Us.”  The series focuses on seven separate 
Psalms which, according to the series promo, “address 
the wilderness experiences we often face.”  The 
sessions consider these Psalms as individual prayers:  
Prayer of Confession, Prayer of Seeking, Prayer of 
Thirst, Prayer of Rest, Prayer for the World, Prayer for 
the King and Prayer for Security.  We often think of 
Lent as a time for giving something up.  Please 
consider joining this class which meets at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday mornings in the Culbertson Theater Room - 
and add something to your Lenten journey! 
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Presbyterian Women’s March Mission Focus:  This 

month we will be collecting 16-ounce jars of peanut butter and 

14-15-ounce boxes of graham crackers for the WiNS Project. 

The WiNS Project provides weekend nutrition bags to students 

in Crawford Central School District. Volunteers pack and distribute over 

500 bags each week.  Peanut butter and graham crackers will be sent home 

with the children (along with other items) for the long Easter break. Please 

place your donations into the purple “WiNS” bin in the church office.  Thank 

you for your support and prayers! 

 

PWCT meets on Wednesday, March 6th at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Youth Office. 
Grace Circle will meet on Thursday, March 14th at 9:30 a.m. in 
the chapel. Coffee and tea will be provided.   
Hope Circle will meet on Thursday, March 14th at 1:30 p.m. in 
the library.  
Joy/Peace Circle will meet on Thursday, March 12th at 1:30 p.m. 

in the library.  

 

Saturday, April 20th is “The Presbyterian Women of Lake 
Erie Presbytery Spring Gathering” at Girard Presbyterian 

Church from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Registration and 

Tours of the church from 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

⁕Dee Roberts will give tours of the church and history including God’s guidance to 

rebuild the church after it was destroyed by fire.  

⁕Katie Kretz, Executive Director of the Muti-Cultural Community Resource Center 

in Erie, will share how MCRC assists refugees in resettling in our communities.  

⁕Coming with Katie will be a few refugees who will tell firsthand about their journey 
to Erie and about their experiences learning to rebuild their lives in a different 

county. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1.   Dana DeArment 
      Karen Barr 
      Julie Miller 

Marlene Braham   
3.   Doris Foster 
4.   John Daly 
6.   Mary Zahora 
7.   Lucy Nesbitt 
      Miles O’Shea 
10. Henry Fischer 
11. Jon Grzegorzewski 
12. John Kerr 
14. Sam Fischer 
17. Lois Kafferlin 
18. Leslie Jensen 
20. Sue Kidd 
23. Barbara Lodge 
25. Levi Miller 
27. Jordan Wetherbee 
      Beth Greenleaf 
31. Ellen Douglass 
      Susan Abbondanza 

 

Jeanne Kasbee 
February 3 

 
William J. Douglass 

February 22 
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The March Congregational 
Lunch will be held on 
Sunday, March 17th!  The 
Personnel and Property 
Committee is planning to 
prepare some delicious Irish 

Stew to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  Sandwiches will 
be provided for the children who may not want to try 
the stew.  You are highly encouraged to wear green 
and bring a side dishes/desserts to share. 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins on 
Sunday, March 10th.  Remember to 
spring forward.  

 

 
 

Praying for Children  
(momsinprayer.org): Thank you 
teachers, staff and administrators for 
serving the children of our community 
and persevering day after day!   

Suggested prayer focus for our children and their 
schools this month is from Psalm 3:3. Lord, may you 
be a shield around ______.  Be his/her glory and the 
one who lifts him/her up.  
 

 

Our Soulstice gatherings will 
continue every Wednesday evening 
during the season of Lent. We 
invite you to join us in the 

downstairs chapel at 7:15 PM as we immerse ourselves 
in candlelight, music, prayer, and silence. 

 
The church newsletter can 
now be found on our website. 
If you would prefer to read it 
online, please contact the 

church office so we can remove your name and 
address from the mailing list. Thank you! 
 

 
If for some reason you must leave the 
sanctuary during the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service, you are welcome to make 
yourself comfortable in the youth room 

where you will be able to watch the service on the 
television. 

 

 
 

All men of the church and their friends are 
invited to attend our friendly basketball 
games. We meet every Monday and 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in the gym.  Join us 
for fellowship and fun! 
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Take a stroll through our library 

and pick a good book or DVD. 

“Every Bunny is Welcome!” 

Come In and Check Them Out! 

 

 

 
THE PRAYER LIFELINE is available to pray for 
your joys and concerns.  Call the church office at 814-
333-2161 to make your request.  You can also e-mail 
Laurel Porter at hlporter20@yahoo.com.  All requests 
will be kept confidential.  
 
 

PASTORAL VISITS 
AND MINISTERIAL 
CARE.  If you or a loved 
one have been 
hospitalized, have 

undergone a large life change, or need spiritual 
guidance and would like a visit from your pastor, 
please contact Dr. Corll or the church office.  
Additionally, The Stephen Ministry has 6 persons 
who are available to pray with you and render spiritual 
support. 
 

I, I am He who blots out your transgressions 
for my own sake, and I will not remember your 
sins. Isaiah 43:25 
 
 

 
The annual “Winter Carnival”, hosted by the 
Membership and Evangelism Committee, was held on 
Saturday, February 17.  Thank you to all who 
attended, who supervised the games, who donated 
prizes, and who provided cookies. It was fun and 
games for everyone!!!! 

 
 
 

Mr. Rogers Day is March 20th.  
Fred Rogers was an ordained 
minister of word and 

sacrament for the PC(USA) 
and was a notable public 
figure whose work around 
peace and reconciliation is 
worth remembering.  Mr. 

Rogers was also a pioneer in the world of Christian 
education and formation of young children.  March 
20 was his birthday and the day that the PC(USA) has 
chosen to highlight all we can learn from his work. 
Visit pcusa.org/mrogers for a compilation of helpful 
PC(USA) resources, worship ideas and links to 
additional sites and resources. 
 

 
PER CAPITA is “the tie that binds”.  It 
provides the means to strengthen the 
connections of our work and build 
lasting relationships to help all 

Presbyterians share God’s love through mission and 
ministry.  Per capita for 2024 is $34.00 per member.   
Thank you for joining us in ministry. Thank you for 
answering the call. Thank you for your support of per 
capita. 
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 Congratulations to Jake 
and Meghan Bridge on 
the birth of their daughter, 
Violet Ann Bridge, on 
February 15th!  Proud 
grandparents are Raymond 
and Sylvia Bridge. 

 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing will be 
received during the month of March.  
For 75 years, One Great Hour of 
Sharing has partnered with others to 
take action to share God’s love. 
Through these three life-saving 

programs, WE ARE THERE to advance the causes of 
justice, resilience and sustainability:  The 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (Restoring Streets to 
Live In), The Presbyterian Hunger Program (Sharing 
Bread with the Hungry) and The Self-Development 
of People (Loosing the Bonds of Injustice).  Please 
give what you can.  If we all do a little, it adds up to 
a lot! 

 

FAIRVIEW FAIRMONT FAMILY 
CENTER:  There is a sense of 
community at the center.  The staff 
(Rosanne and Emily) are making strong 
bonds with the families.  They recently 

sent a newsletter out to all 

 

Northeast Wee Kirk Conferences 
A Mission Opportunity We 
Support at First Presbyterian 
Church 

 
The Northeast Wee Kirk Conferences are an 

opportunity specifically for leadership within small 

congregations in Pennsylvania, Upstate New York, 

West Virginia, and Maryland.  

      
The purpose of 
the conferences is 
to inspire, equip, 
motivate, and 
encourage small 
Churches and to 
provide rest and 
refreshment for 
the Clergy and Lay Leaders of those Churches.  Most 
Wee Kirk expenses are underwritten by larger 
congregations, governing bodies and individuals.  The 
financial underwriting enables pastors, their spouses, 
and four people from any one church to attend at a 
reasonable cost.   
    
This year’s conference is scheduled for October 14th, 
15th and 16th at the Laurelville Retreat Center in Mt. 
Pleasant, PA.  Some of the workshops and seminars 
being offered this year are Spiritual Leadership; 
Making a Kingdom Difference; Encouraging the 
Journey; and Engaging the Community with Multiple 
Generations.   
     
Thank you for your support and for testifying to the 
crucial nature of this ministry not only through your 
donation but also through your prayers.  
     
 

 



 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1       World Day of 
               Prayer 

2 Dr. Seuss’s 
    Birthday     

3     Third Sunday of Lent 
8:30 Worship/Communion 
9:30 Sunday School & Youth 
Group 
11:00 Worship 
Easter Flower Sale 

4 
 
 
7:00 Men’s 
Basketball 

5 
 
5:30 Liberty Bells  
Rehearsal 

6 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
11:00 PWCT 
3:45 P.R.A.Y 
5:30 Session 
7:15 Soulstice 

7 
 
 
 
7:00 Men’s Basketball 

8 
 
    Evangel Articles Due 

9 

10   Fourth Sunday of Lent 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship 
Easter Flower Sale 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 

11 
 
6:30 Deacons 
Meeting 
7:00 Men’s 
Basketball 

12 
1:30 Joy & Peace 
Circle  
 
5:30 Liberty Bells  
Rehearsal 

13 
 
1:00 Knit Unto Others 
 
7:15 Soulstice 

14 
 
9:30 Grace Circle 
1:30 Hope Circle 
 
7:00 Men’s Basketball 

15 16 

17     Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Sunday School, Choir 
Rehearsal & Youth Group 
11:00 Worship  
12:00 Congregational Lunch  
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

18 
 
5:30 Cornerstone 
Board meeting 
 
7:00 Men’s 
Basketball 

19 
 
 
5:30 Liberty Bells  
Rehearsal 
 
 

Spring Begins 

20 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
3:45 P.R.A.Y. 
4:00 Mission Committee 
Meeting 
6:15 CE Committee 
Meeting 
7:15 Soulstice 
    Mr. Rogers Day 

21 
3:30 Stephen 
Ministry Leadership 
Meeting 
4:00 Stephen 
Ministry Meeting 
5:00 Trustees Meeting 
7:00 Men’s Basketball 

22 23 
 
 
10:00 - 11:30 

Easter Egg 
Hunt 

 

24         Palm Sunday  
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Sunday School & Choir 
Rehearsal    
11:00 Worship                                                                                               

25      
 
 
7:00 Men’s 
Basketball 

26      
 
 
5:30 Liberty Bells  
Rehearsal 

27         
 
 
 
7:15 Soulstice 

28      Maundy                   
Thursday 

 
7:30 Tenebrae with 
Holy Communion 

29         Good 
             Friday 
 
12:00 Musical Reflections 
on the Seven Last Words 

30 

31   Resurrection of the Lord 

                Easter Day 

8:30 Worship 
9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
No Sunday School 
11:00 Worship with Choir & 
Brass Quintet 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM 

(11:00 AM service is available on YouTube) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 a.m. 
SOULSTICE - 7:15 p.m. March 6, 13, 20 & 27 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Dan Corll 

Minister of Music: Kevin Dill 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Vickie Fischer 
Youth Leader: Shelly Smith 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Zahora 

Financial Secretary: Kris Lubomski 

Custodian: Elijah Boyd 

Evening Custodian: Tom Zimmerman 
Email: firstchurch@meadvillefpc.org 

Find us at www.meadvillefpc.org and 

www.facebook.com/FPCMeadville 

 

 

Palm Sunday - March 24  
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 
Soulstice - Wednesday, March 27 

7:15 p.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday – March 28  

7:30 p.m.  

 

Good Friday – March 29 
Musical Reflection on the Seven Last Words 

12:00 Noon  

 

Easter Sunday – March 31 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 
 


