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The original Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was created by Edward Benson, Bishop of 

Truro (England) and first celebrated in Truro Cathedral on Christmas Eve, 1880.  In 1918 this 
service was adapted for use in the chapel of Kingôs College at the University of Cambridge.  
Broadcast live on BBC Radio every year since 1928, the Kingôs College service has become the 
inspiration for similar celebrations in grand cathedrals and village chapels around the globe. 

Our worship today draws on Bishop Bensonôs original framework, with some adjustments 
to fit our accustomed Sunday morning format.  Through scripture, music, and prayer, we are 
invited to contemplate the themes of this holy season: darkness and light, despair and hope, 
endings and beginnings.   ð  Kevin Dill 
 
Welcome and Announcements            
                                                 
 

 
 

WE GATHER AROUND GODôS WORD 
 

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle                            Laura Haney & Ryan Sesler 
 
*Opening Hymn: No. 106   Prepare the Way, O Zion      BEREDEN V G F¥R HERRAN 
 
*Prayer of Confession             Written by John Birch (faithandworship.com) 
  

Where we have failed to recognize your love  
  in the actions of a friend or stranger: forgive us, generous God. 
 Where we have failed to recognize your presence  
  in the world in which we live: forgive us, generous God. 
 Where we have failed to remember your Gospel 
  in our actions, thoughts, and words: forgive us, generous God. 
 Renew our hearts in worship, our minds in wisdom,  
  and our hands in service.  Amen. 
 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 Friends, believe the good news of the gospels. 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
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*The Gloria Patri 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism                         ᵸ Banks Lee Satterlee н   

 
 

WE LISTEN AS GODôS WORD IS PROCLAIMED 
 

Opening Prayer                Written by David Edwards, Dean of Kingôs College, Cambridge 
 
The First Lesson: Genesis 3: 8-19 
        (Humanity learns the consequences of disobeying Godôs commandments) 
Carol: Jesus Christ the Apple Tree  
                  
                he tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green; 
                The trees of nature fruitless be compared with Christ, the apple tree. 
 

       For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought; 
                 I missed of all, but now I see ótis found in Christ, the apple tree. 
 

                 Iôm weary with my former toil; here will I sit and rest a while.     
                 Under the shadow I will be of Jesus Christ, the apple tree. 
 

                 This fruit doth make my soul to thrive: it keeps my dying faith alive. 
                 Which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ, the apple tree. 
 

                             Text: anonymous, c.1750 
                                                         Music: Elizabeth Poston (England, 1905-1987) 
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The Second Lesson: Isaiah 49: 8-13 
                            (The prophet proclaims good news to the scattered people of Israel) 
Carol: O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                                VENI EMMANUEL 
 
 

 
 
 
The Third Lesson: Ezekiel 34: 23-31 
                         (The prophet affirms that God will act to re-order the natural world) 
Carol: When the King Shall Come Again                          TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM 
 

 

 
4 



 
    
The Fourth Lesson: Luke 1: 26-35, 38 

(The angel Gabriel greets Mary with surprising news) 
Motet: Ave Maria          
          
          ve Maria, gratia plena,       ail Mary, full of grace, 

Dominus tecum,         the Lord is with you, 
Et benedictus fructus                    and blessed is the fruit 
ventris tui, Jesus.                of your womb, Jesus. 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,     Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
ora pro nobis peccatoribus     pray for us sinners 
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.    now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen.       Amen. 
 

Text: traditional, based on Luke 1:28 and 1:42 
Music: Simon Lindley (England, b.1948) 

 
 The Fifth Lesson: Mark 1: 1-8             
                                 (John the Baptist urges repentance before the Messiahôs arrival) 
 Carol: (next page) On Jordanôs Bank the Baptistôs Cry             PUER NOBIS NASCITUR                
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The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2: 1-7 
                   (In fulfilment of prophecy, Jesus is born in Bethlehem) 

Carol: Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head 
 
                         esus, Jesus, rest your head; 
    You have got a manger bed. 
    All the evil folks on earth 
    Sleep in feathers at their birth. 
     Jesus, Jesus, rest your head;  
    You have got a manger bed. 
    

    Have you heard about our Jesus? 
    Have you heard about his fate? 

    How his mother came to the stable 
    On that Christmas Eve so late? 
    Winds were blowing, cows were lowing, 
    Stars were glowing, glowing, glowing. 

 

                                                                         Text and tune: Appalachian folk carol 
                             Choral arrangement: Kevin Dill (2016) 



The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2: 8-16 
              (The new creation inspires joy among angels and mortals) 

Carol: God Rest You Merry Gentlemen                                    GOD REST YOU MERRY 
 

 
 

 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH AND GRATITUDE 
    
 Pastoral Prayer and the Lordôs Prayer   
 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
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and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 
  

WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

 *Closing Hymn:     Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending                       HELMSLEY 
 

 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
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