m First Presbyterian Church

: 890 Liberty Street
6l"b Medville PA 16335
(814) 333-2161

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage Paid
Meadyville, PA
Permit #314

Address Service Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CHURCH STAFF

Senior Pastor: Rev. Ben Black
Minister of Music: Kevin Dill
Administrative Assistant: Mary Zahora
Financial Secretary: Kris Lubomski
Custodian: Elijah Boyd
Evening Custodian: Chris Wade

Email: firstchurch@meadvillefpc.org
Find us: www.meadvillefpc.org and

www.facebook.com/FPCMeadville

SUNDAY WORSHIP:

8:30 AM &11:00 AM

(11:00 AM Service is available on YouTube)
SUNDAY SCHOOL:

Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM
Children’s Sunday School & Youth Group

9:45 AM

W THE EVANGEL
m JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2026

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

Every new year arrives with a chorus of advice. Some voices urge us to reinvent ourselves, to chase
our best life with sharper habits and stronger discipline. Others tell us to stop striving altogether, to
accept ourselves as we are and simply enjoy the moment. Though they sound like opposites, both
messages share the same focus: the self as the starting point, the goal, and the solution.

The Christian vision begins somewhere else. We step into a new year not asking how to improve

ourselves or excuse ourselves, but how to seek the Lord more faithfully within the life he has given
us. We do not deny growth, nor do we despise rest. Instead, we learn to pursue joy by anchoring our hopes beyond

ourselves, in the steady mercy of God.

Throughout the centuries, pastors and theologians have turned the calendar page with clear eyes. They expected
hardship as much as blessing, weakness as much as strength. Yet they also expected joy, because they knew where it
was found. Thomas Charles once wrote that every year can be happy when we live as sinners with and upon Christ.
That is not naive optimism. It is settled confidence. We are sinners, but we have Christ, and that truth does not

expire with changing circumstances.

Seeking the Lord begins by grounding ourselves where he has promised to meet us. Robert Murray M’Cheyne knew
the coming year might bring sorrow, confusion, or loss, yet he urged believers to cling to Scripture and prayer, not
because these practices guarantee ease, but because they train us to depend on God rather than ourselves. Those who
stand firm, he wrote, are not those who trust their own strength, but those driven again and again to the mercy seat.

We do not read the Bible to master it, but to be mastered by the God who speaks through it.

This posture of dependence shapes how we pray. The cultural slogans of January promise empowerment or self-

sufficiency, but Scripture tells the truth more honestly. We are needy creatures, full of wants and frailties from the
first day of the year to the last. And yet we pray with confidence, because the God we pray to delights in supplying
what we lack. Prayer is not a technique for achieving our goals; it is the daily practice of returning to the One who

knows our limits better than we do and meets us there with grace.

Psalm 90 gives us a clear-eyed framework for the year ahead. God will still be our dwelling place. Before plans take
shape or collapse, before storms gather or pass, God remains present and faithful. At the same time, our days will
continue to slip through our fingers. Time will move faster than we expect. Some hopes will go unrealized. Some
losses will cut deeper than we imagined. Sin and sorrow will leave their mark, both in the world and in our own

hearts. Scripture does not soften this reality. It names it so that we do not build our hopes on illusions.

And yet, into that fragile and fleeting life, God promises satisfaction that does not depend on circumstances. He
meets us with steadfast love in the morning. He teaches us to number our days, not so we become anxious, but wise.
He trains us to seek joy that can coexist with grief, gladness that grows even in afflicted years. The new year is not a
test of our productivity but an invitation to lean more fully into the mercy that has carried us this far and will carry

us home.

Seeking the Lord also reshapes how we think about change. Many of us have learned, through repeated failure, that

sheer resolve cannot transform us. We struggle not only to follow through, but to even know what we truly want.
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Our desires shift. Our plans prove fragile. We overestimate our capacity and underestimate our dependence. These

failures are not merely personal shortcomings; they are invitations to humility. They remind us that lasting change

comes not from willpower but from heart change, and heart change comes from God.

This does not mean faithfulness is passive. It is attentive and intentional, shaped by wisdom rather than fantasy. God

calls us to steward the lives he has actually given us, not the lives we imagine. That means beginning with our God-

given roles, recognizing our real responsibilities, and setting goals that serve faithfulness rather than compete with it.

[t means paying attention to our energy, honoring the rhythms of our embodied lives, and placing what matters most

where it has a genuine chance to flourish. It means embracing limits, not as enemies of joy, but as gifts that focus our

love and clarify our calling.

The question that shapes the year is not “How can I do more?” but “Given who I am, where I am, and what God has

entrusted to me, what does faithfulness look like here?” When we ask that question, comparison loses its grip, guilt

loosens its hold, and freedom begins to grow.

All of this is carried by a deeper hope. We are not simply moving through another cycle of seasons. We are moving

toward a promised end. Christ is nearer now than he was a year ago. Our work, however small or hidden, is done

under the smile of God, secured by the righteousness of Jesus. God establishes the work of our hands not because it

is flawless, but because it is offered in faith.

So we step into the new year neither confident in ourselves nor resigned to stagnation. We step forward seeking the

Lord, honest about our weakness, grateful for his grace, and hopeful for the joy he promises to supply.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, grace has brought us safe thus far, and grace will lead us home.

Joy in Christ,

Pastor Ben

C ELEVATOR UPDATE

Our planned elevator repairs,

originally scheduled to begin the week

of January 5th, have been postponed.
We are waiting on essential fire prevention equipment
to ensure the work meets fire code requirements. To
complete the project efficiently, we will begin the
upgrades later this year when all components are
available. In the meantime, both the 8:30 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. services will continue to meet in the upstairs
sanctuary. Thank you for your patience, and we will
keep you updated as plans progress.

@ SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
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=~ g On Sunday, February 8, the children
' and youth of our church will be
collecting food items and monetary

donations from the congregation after
the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. We collect dry
milk, pasta and sauce, peanut butter, crackers, cereal,
rice as well as cans of fruit, vegetables and soups.

Please plan to attend the
A S H w E [] ES ﬂ AY Ash Wednesday Simple
) ufy ?;pper Service on
ednesday, February
18. Our Deacons will begin serving the soup at 6:00
p.m., followed by the Sacrament of Holy Communion
and the imposition of ashes (for those who choose).
Hope to see you and your family at this service held in
Fellowship Hall. Note: Please bring your own table
service. Extra bowls and silverware will be available for
those that need them. R.S.V.P. by February 12.
Ghurch If you had a photo taken, you may
2 pick up your directory in the church
IPEG[UEU office. Those who did not have a

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY

photo taken but would like a new
directory may pick one up.

Second Harvest Food Bank of

Northwest Pennsylvania, in

of Northwest Peansylvania

cooperation with the WiNS Project,

has transitioned five elementary schools in Crawford
Central School District into its Backpack Program.
Volunteers from the WiNS Project will continue to
pack the bags and deliver them to the schools each
week. If you have financially supported WiNS in the
past, you will be able to continue to do so through
Second Harvest so this important program can
continue. Donations can be made at

www.nwpafoodbank.org. The WiNS Project needs

intact, clean, plastic bags (no wine and spirits bags).
Please collect your bags and drop them off at their
designated spot across from the church office. Thank

you.

The 2026 Flower Chart is hanging in
the foyer adjacent to the sanctuary.
Sign up for the date of your choice to

provide chancel flowers for Sunday worship.

Please Pray For: Our friends and

b@S&% members who are hospitalized, ill, and

9 ¢ recovering: Ed Edinger, Bob Aiken,

- Kathy Sivik, Bob Fischer, Joyce Ladner,

or 0™ Seott Douglass, Marilyn Stallard, Linda

Bennett, Marilyn Robb, Jeremy Pruskowski, Carol
Young, and Cheri McFate.

' PASTORAL VISITS AND
jsitation MINISTERIAL CARE. If you or a

loved one have been hospitalized,
have undergone a large life change, or need spiritual
guidance and would like a visit from your pastor, please
contact Rev. Ben Black or the church office.
Additionally, The Stephen Ministry has 6 people who
are available to pray with you and render spiritual
support.
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“Q'Jv

Luanne Hall was born on October
28, 1945. She died on November
23, 2025 at the age of 80. Her
t parents were Mary Geraldine and
Charles Lester Hall. She had an
older brother, Dennis Charles Hall. Mary Geraldine
Hall worked as a private duty nurse and Charles Hall
worked in maintenance. The family lived near
Cambridge Springs, PA. Her parents and her brother
are deceased. The family was of the Catholic faith. In
her youth, Luanne considered becoming a nun. Luanne
is survived by her sister-in-law, Joanne Hall, who lives in
Charlotte, North Carolina. Luanne is also survived by
Joanne’s two sons and a cousin. Joanne and one of her
sons saw Luanne shortly before she died. Joanne
arranged for cremation. In the spring, Joanne and her
sons plan to inter Luann’s remains in the family plot in

Fairview, PA. (Written by Doris Foster)

THE LOVE GOD DESIRES

God'’s love is never meant to stop with us; it’s meant to
flow through us. When we love others, we reflect his
very heart. As 1 John 4:12 (NIV) reminds us, “If we love
one another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us.”

This is the true mark of a Christian — love that reaches
beyond comfort zones, opinions and differences. Jesus
said in John 13:35 (NIV), “By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

The world is watching, not to see how loudly we profess
our faith but how deeply we practice it. Every act of
compassion, every gentle word and every moment of
grace reveals something divine — God’s love at work in
us. The more we give that love away, the more it grows
within us, mirroring the heart of Christ, who gave

Himself for all.

So ask yourself: Does the world recognize you as his

disciple by the way you love.
(Church Art Pro Online, February 2026)



LIBRARIAN PICKS: Like Snowflakes,
No Two Books Are Alike! And we have
“snow” many good books for you! Stop

,,;ﬁ{%“ﬁ*m in and Check Them Out!!

BEAT THE BLUES
Meet in the kitchen with spoons, pans, and pots,
The chill in the air will disperse as the kitchen gets hot.
The aroma will soon fill the air with delight,
And meals will be ready for people in plight.

Come join the deacons on January 31 at 10:00. Sarah
will lead us in bulk meal prep. These will be in the
freezer for distribution to people in need.

I YO(, PRAYING FOR CHILDREN
(momsinprayer.org)

Pray with other Moms and Grandmas for

our kids and their schools, and
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experience support, love, friendship and the power of
prayer on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm in the church Library.

ta HOPE BIBLE STUDY meets on the

é@ W%Pb%ns second Thursday of the month in the
4 (DI

f\"@l“dg church library at 1:30 p.m. from

September through April All women of

the church are invited to attend. In February, we will be

studying Lesson 4 of “The Invitation of John.”.

KNIT UNTO OTHERS: Get your
needles and yarn out! Knit Unto
Others meets on the second
Wednesday of the month in the
church library at 1:00 p.m. The next
gathering is February 8 Anyone interested in the
fellowship of knitting, crocheting or cross stitching is
welcome. We make prayer shawls for those in need.

3 Are you or someone you
Stea,b,seTQ know facing difficult times

in life - grief, cancer,

divorce, financial
difficulties, hospitalization,
chronic illness, job loss, disability, a spiritual crisis, or
other life struggles! Stephen Ministers are here for
you! We provide one-to-one, Christ-centered care. We
have a compassionate heart for those who are hurting
and are equipped with caring ministry skills. A Stephen
Minister listens, cares, prays, encourages, and offers
emotional and spiritual support. To connect with a
Stephen Minister, please contact the church office at
814-333-2161 or the on-call Stephen Minister listed in
the bulletin.

FAIRVIEW FAIRMONT FAMILY CENTER:

In November, we
4 opened the new youth
room for tweens and
teens. After-school
attendance has
L ' increased to 20-25 plus
children every day. Thursdays and Fridays are reserved
for specific age groups. This space is such a gift to all of
us!

More than 50 neighbors
joined us for “The
Thanksgiving Pie & Ice
Cream Social. Our space
was crowded, but the pies
(thanks to the Outreach
board) and time together
were greatly enjoyed! Thank you, Meadville First for
your continued support. It really makes a difference for
the kids and families!

Marlene Braham
December 5

THE ANNUAL CHURCH

CARNIVAL will be on Saturday,
_ February 21 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Ow(ﬁ

cARNiIVAL

We are looking for volunteers for the following:

1. Help us run the games (simple process and fun).

2. Provide new/slightly used toys/gifts for prizes.

3. Provide individually wrapped cookies/treats to be
bought with prize tickets.

Please sign up in the foyer next to the sanctuary or call

the church office by February 19 if you would like to
volunteer or provide items. Thank you for helping to

make the carnival a success.

’;ﬂ" " “ n The Annual Congregational

Meeting is on Sunday, February
BRAEET A ’
'I1E._T : "‘: 15" following the 11:00 AM

service. All are encouraged to attend. There will be no

8:30 AM service that morning. Annual reports will be

available for pickup on February 8. All members are

encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting.

7 FEBRUARY CONGREGATIONAL
., LUNCH will be hosted by the
Personnel and Property Committee.
Menu will be Barbecue Ham
sandwiches. The congregation is asked to bring a side

dish /dessert.

aakel ason soe. ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

iy "l On January 18, class began a six-week
study called Mysteries of the Messiah:
MYSTER I E S Unveiling Divine Connections from
0 F THE Genesis to Today by Rabbi Jason
M ESSI AH Sobel. In this powerful and fascinating

smmenmame s stUdy, Rabbi Jason guides us from the

story of Creation in Genesis through the Book of
Revelation to reveal God’s glorious plan and bring us a
deeper understanding of the passion and purpose of

Jesus, our Messiah.

Y \ Y BLAST MEETS SUNDAY
S0 e TRR 'l MORNINGS at 9:45 AM IN
GRDUP > THE YOUTH ROOM.

! In December, BLAST used their
wonderful artistic talents to design CHRISTMAS
CARDS for our homebound. They personally delivered
the heartfelt cards to our church family who reside at
Wesbury. Youth are collecting hats, scarves and gloves
for those less fortunate and making WARMING KITS.

In January, BLAST started a study called CRAZY
LOVE, a book by Francis Chan. Crazy Love is a
summary of the ideas in the Bible that teach about
God'’s relentless love for us. It is a wake-up call for
Christians to reevaluate their understanding of God's
love and to live out their faith with passion, devotion,
and a radical love for God and others. Members of the
Adult Sunday School did this study a few years ago.

WWREVs ¢ CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
sslé!lli‘(i)gY i meets on Sundays at 9:45 a.m.
& In January, the children are learning
‘"-—\V how to spot and celebrate God’s gifts
in their daily lives. The children will be encouraged to
share their “good news stories” with others. By the end
of the month, the kids will understand that true
blessings come from God, and they will learn how to
spread the word about His goodness in positive,
meaningful ways
February offers an exciting hands-on program
for our children. They will learn about the deep love of
Jesus Christ. Through Bible stories and in their daily
lives, the children will show His love through kind
actions, talk about His love to others, and celebrate His
love through worship and art.

MISSI@N:

pantry. We are collecting cans of food that serve as a

MONTHLY FOCUS

our church food

full meal such as chili or stew. Please put your
donations in the food pantry box in the church office.
It you would prefer to make a monetary donation,
please write your checks out to “FPC” with “Food

Pantry” in the memo.

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat; I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a

Matthew 25:35

stranger and you took me in;



JANUARY YOUTH SPOTLIGHT

Owen Dill

14 years old
Meadyville Area Senior High School
Grade: 9

If you could instantly learn any skill (like an instrument, sport, or art), what would you choose? Closing
business deals.

If you could design your own class at school, what would it be about? It would be a class that teaches you
everything you need to know about being an adult.

If you could “shadow” any job for a day, just to see what it’s like, what would you pick? A travel journalist.

Pretend you could invent a holiday just for students—what would it celebrate, and how would people
celebrate it? It would celebrate being done with Keystone exams. People would celebrate by not doing any
work all day.

What’s a song, verse, or story from the Bible that sticks with you—and why do you think it does? Matthew
7:12 because it is something that is very important, and it can make you a better person.

What’s something the church does that makes you feel cared for or included? The church always invites me

to do fun things.

Imagine the church was like a team—what role do you think you could play on it now, or in the future? Right

now | would be somebody in the crowd.

Notes from the Director of Music

Before I say anything else, I want to offer my sincere thanks to everyone who helped
make December such a special month at the church. I know how many people had
a hand in bringing it all together: including the Choir, Liberty Bells, French Creek
Brass Quintet, various soloists, liturgists, audio-visual crew, and those who helped
decorate the sanctuary. December is a time of year when we throw everything into
the pot (so to speak), and I know these efforts were appreciated by both the regulars
and the visitors who joined our worship in-person and online. I hope everyone
involved has had a chance for some relaxation in the aftermath!

Now to switch gears for a moment: if you've spent much time around the church
building, you’ll know that there’s a small room off the upstairs foyer called the ‘Collins
Room’. It’s mainly used for storage, and sometimes also for small-group meetings.
Why does it have that particular designation, though? In fact, this room was so named
in honor of Christina Collins, who served as our Director of Christian Education
from 1935 until 1972. A photo of her is hanging on the wall inside: I invite you to

venture in and take a peek someday.

Given that we just lost another beloved staff member in October, the Worship &
Music Committee felt it would be appropriate to honor her in a similar fashion.
Thus I'm pleased to announce that the Session has given us permission to officially
rename the choir room with the new designation of The Rebecca Borthwick-Aiken
Room. Honoring Becky in this way seemed appropriate in light of the many hours

she spent there, leading choir and handbell rehearsals.

Unfortunately, this room is looking a little shabby after years of constant use! The
walls, in particular, are noticeably grimy. So before we hang up a plaque, the
Committee is exploring options for freshening up the room a bit. Several current
and former church members have already pledged funds towards this project, for
which we’re most grateful. We hope to have an official re-dedication of the room

sometime this Spring and will keep you updated on our progress.

Until next time, Kevin

Our monthly Soulstice gatherings continue the first Wednesday of
each month in the downstairs chapel at 7:15 PM. Join us for a time
of music, prayer, silence, and candlelight: an oasis of tranquility in
the midst of your hectic week. Soulstice will be also offered every
Wednesday during Lent (February 25-April 1) as an opportunity to enrich the

congregation’s spiritual life during this holy season.
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1. Keith Edwards
5. Deborah Dewey
Selene McGowen
7. Clare Dill
14. Carson Hilburn
16. Melissa Brown
17. Justin Green
19. Herb Porter
20. Chuck Jones
25. Nancy Crago
30. Carol Mengel
Joyce Ladner
31. Kendall Claspy
Debbie Corll
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IRTHDAY

£ebruary

CBITHDAYS
Ed Mengel
Shawn Miller
Glen Kidd
Charles Crago
Abe Finton
Henry Dewey
Monnie Bach

9. Hope Black

10. Richard Turk
12. Elisabeth Smith
13. John Kaputa
14. Dan Smith

20. Kathleen MacArthur
23. Stanley Pratt
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25. Sandy Cupper
27. Bob Fischer



