We welcome you as we gather in the name of Christ! [Please switch your mobile devices to silent mode.]

Regular Print: Leader Bold: Congregation *Asterisk: Please stand if able

“God was at work even in the cruelty of Herod, not as its judge and redeemer, turning human
evil toward the fulfillment of divine mercy.” —Augustine of Hippo

*+ WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD +

Welcome & Announcements
This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Chorale Louise Farrenc (France, 1804-1875)

Call to Worship:
Come, people of God; come, you who have traveled many roads to be here today.
We come seeking refuge, joy, and hope in the Lord.
In a world where fear still threatens and power seeks to control, God has acted to save and
redeem.
God has sent us a Savior, and nothing can stop what God has begun.
The Christ child was carried through danger and watched over by God, so that redemption
would reach every place and every people.
Our Redeemer lives, and his purposes will not fail.
Let us lift our hearts and raise our voices, rejoicing in the God who brings light out of
darkness and hope into a weary world.
We worship with joy and gratitude, for the Lord has come to save. Thanks be to God!

Prayer of Adoration

*Opening Hymn: We, The Lord’s People CHRISTE SANCTORUM
John E. Bowers, 1923-2019 French chant melody, 17th century
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*Prayer of Confession:
Gracious and merciful God, we confess that we do not always see how deeply we need you. In
seasons of safety and success, we grow careless with our trust, assuming we are secure by our
own wisdom or strength. We miss the quiet ways you are protecting us, guiding us, and
answering prayers we have not yet learned to pray. Forgive us for mistaking your grace for our
own achievement, and for forgetting how dependent we are on you in every moment.
We confess that when danger comes close, we often fail to recognize it, and when deliverance
comes, we are slow to give thanks. Like the child you carried through threat and exile, you are
at work beyond our sight, guarding life and bringing salvation even when fear and violence
seem to have the final word. Forgive us for doubting your providence and for losing hope when
the world feels harsh and uncertain.
Redeeming God, we also confess the weight of our sins, our poor choices, and the harm we have
done or allowed to happen. We bring before you our worst mistakes, our complicity, and our
fear, trusting that nothing is beyond your power to heal. Take what is broken in us and in our
world and redeem it for your purposes. Lead us into humility, shape us by your grace, and
draw us into the peace that only you can give.
Hear our confession, restore us by your mercy, and help us to live with grateful trust in the God
who saves, protects, and makes all things new. In Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray.

*Silent Confession:
In the quiet now, we offer you our silent confessions from the depths of our hearts...
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon (from Ephesians 2)
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us even when we
were dead in our sins, made us alive together in Christ. By His surpassing grace we have
been saved!
Friends, believe the good news of the gospels.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Sung Response music: Fintan O’Carroll (1981)
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*+ WE LISTEN AS THE SCRIPTURES ARE PROCLAIMED +

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 1:8-10, 1:22-2:10
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible p.60-61

Message for Young Disciples Pastor Ben

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:13-23 Pew Bible p. 2-3

Sermon: “THERE AND BACK AGAIN”: A Toddler’s Tale The Rewv. Benjamin Black

+ WE RESPOND IN FAITH AND GRATITUDE

Sung Affirmation of Faith: #370 This Is My Father’s World TERRA BEATA
Offertory Interlude I Stand at the Threshold, from Cantata #156
].S. Bach (Germany, 1685-1750)

(Your prayer requests may be written on the blue prayer cards and placed in the offering plate.)
*Hymn of Thanksgiving: #716 (v.1) God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending BEACH SPRING

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

+ WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

*Hymn: #361 O Christ, the Great Foundation AURELIA
Benediction
Postlude (11:00) Flourish for an Occasion Charles W. Ore (United States, b.1936)

w First Presbyterian Church

The Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, January 11, 2026 = 8:30 & 11:00 AM

The Flight into Egypt (of Joseph, Mary and their infant)
Eugene Girardet, 1877
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www.meadvillefpc.org = 814-333-2161
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