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o e A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR - REV. BEN BLACK

A Christmas Faith That Gives Life Away

Most of us can hardly remember what we were given last Christmas. Think about that for a moment. Even
the best gift we received last year has likely slipped from memory. That tells us something important about
the season we are entering. Christmas was never meant to be defined by what we get. It was meant to change

us. It was meant to turn our hearts outward.

This is a season to be transformed. A season to consider the needs of others before our own wants. A season to practice
generosity that is sacrificial rather than sentimental. There is great joy in blessing someone who never expected it. There is
beauty in giving to someone who cannot give back. There is freedom in stepping outside the pattern of exchanging more stuff

and choosing instead to invest in changed lives.

Consider what it might look like to offer a meal to someone who is lonely and sit with them long enough for a real
conversation. Invite someone to an event they would never attend on their own. Reach out with an act of kindness that feels
almost extravagant. Make relationships matter more than presents. Give where it costs you something and give because God
has called you to step into that moment. We have more than enough. Every one of us also carries burdens. Let those quiet

nudges of the Spirit lead you to bless someone, even if you choose to do it anonymously.

Stewardship is not the church’s attempt to meet a budget. It is our willingness to respond to God’s call with the resources we

already have. God reveals needs that are unseen and often urgent. Our call is to respond with open hands and open hearts.

This Christmas, we might remember Ebenezer Scrooge, though not in the way we usually do. We tend to recall the miser who
clung to his coins and shut the world out. We forget that Dickens shows us a redeemed Scrooge, a man whose transformation
was so complete that he leapt through the air with joy on Christmas morning. The man we remember is the greedy one. The
man Dickens wants us to remember is the forgiven one. His joy was uncontainable because he finally saw the world with new

eyes.

Bob Cratchit lived with quiet joy long before Scrooge’s change. His circumstances were difficult, his resources meager, and
his burdens heavy. Yet his hope did not waver. His generosity of spirit shaped the way he saw the world. Bob Cratchit had a

joy no circumstance could steal.

Sometimes our own joy dims. We grow frustrated with the commercial side of Christmas and allow bitterness to cloud what
God is doing. We become so determined to protect the “true meaning” of the season that we forget the world cannot
understand Christmas without Christ. Why should we expect those who live in darkness to speak or celebrate with the same
heart as believers! Our response is meant to look different. Our lives should reflect the fruits of the Spirit rather than the

frustrations of the season.

Let it never be said that the people of God replaced love with disdain or joy with cynicism. Let us show the heart of Christ to
a world that longs for hope but does not yet know where to find it. Dickens may not have written a gospel story, but he still

gives us a picture of what it looks like when a heart moves from darkness to light.

For Scrooge, Christmas did not hold any true meaning until after he was redeemed. The same is true for us. Let us remember
who we once were and allow that memory to make us generous. Let our joy be uncontainable. Let our giving be bold. Let our

love be unmistakable.

This season, may we not ask what we will receive. Instead, may we ask whose life God is inviting us to touch. May we give in
ways that are remembered not for their size but for their love. May our generosity open the way for someone else to glimpse

the transforming grace of Christ.



= ASKED EXCITING UPDATES ON WORSHIP TIMES AND CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

(o) y Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill out our recent worship time surveys! We

> NSRRI SR received 63 thoughtful responses, along with many helpful comments that demonstrated
the care and love our congregation has for the life of our church. The Worship Committee and Session have
carefully reviewed the surveys, and your feedback has helped guide our decisions.

We are excited to share that Christmas Eve worship will be at 4:00 and 8:00 p.m. The 4:00 service will focus on
families, while the 8:00 service will be a traditional candlelight service. Both services will offer meaningful worship
with scripture, song, and sermon for all who can attend. We hope that these services will provide a joyful and
reflective way to celebrate the birth of our Savior with the people you love.

We also want to clarify that, as of this writing, our regular Sunday worship times will remain at 8:30 and 11:00
a.m. Many survey responses expressed a desire to explore a 10:00 a.m. Sunday worship time in the future,
emphasizing how much people enjoy gathering together as one worshiping body. We will hold a conversation in
the new year for anyone who would like to discuss this further before any decisions are made.

Thank you again for your thoughtful responses and the care reflected in your surveys. I am truly blessed to serve as
your pastor and grateful for the grace and openness you show as we explore ideas for the life of our church. Your
willingness to engage thoughtfully helps us grow together in worship, fellowship, and service.

We look forward to celebrating a wonderful Christmas Eve with you at 4:00 and 8:00 p.m., and to continuing our
journey together in worship and community in the year ahead.

JWe (IRE VERY The Gift of Young People in Our Church
blessp There is something special about the energy young people bring to a congregation.
o Their curiosity, honesty, and eagerness to learn remind us that faith is alive, growing,
and always pointing us toward God’s future. As we look ahead, we are strengthening our commitment to the
children and youth who bless our church family every week.

Plans are taking shape for our youth to meet on Sunday mornings. Along with that, we are organizing regular service
activities that give them chances to put their faith into action. Young people learn best when they are engaged in
something meaningful, and these opportunities will help them grow while they bless others. They are learning early
that following Christ includes serving people who are hurting or in need.

A major emphasis this year will be our “Compassion International Quarterly.” Each quarter we will focus on
supporting those with real and pressing needs, while teaching our young people how to respond with open hands
and open hearts. It is important that they see how generosity and responsibility shape a life that honors Christ and
cares for others.

We are also taking simple, practical steps to support our younger disciples. New step stools will soon be placed in
the sanctuary to help our acolytes serve confidently and safely. These small changes signal that we value their
participation and want to equip them well as they take part in worship.

Our Spotlight Interviews will continue to shine a light on the gifts, interests, and stories of the young people who
are growing up among us. Their voices matter, and we want the whole congregation to know who they are and to
celebrate the ways God is shaping them.

As always, we are grateful for everyone who teaches, mentors, and supports our youth. We still have a need for
additional teachers, and we warmly welcome anyone who feels a nudge to walk alongside these wonderful kids in
faith. Your presence could make a lasting difference.

Our young people are not only the future of the church. They are an important part of its life right now, and it is a
joy to help them grow in Christ’s love.



This December, the children play the role of secret agents on a very special mission: to spread
the joy and love of Jesus through acts of compassion. In a world that needs kindness more
than ever, the Compassion Crew provides practical ways to see how their acts of kindness can

lift others & is a mission reflecting Jesus’ life and teachings-mission that has been active for

thousands of years, secretly and openly.

“We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the
praise worthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.” Psalm 78:4

A NOTE OF THANKS TO OUR 225™ ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

As we reflect on this remarkable 225th anniversary year, we are filled with gratitude for the tireless
work of the 225th Anniversary Committee. First Presbyterian Church has celebrated this
milestone in wonderful fashion, and much of the joy, creativity, and meaning of this year is thanks
to the dedication of Susan Breckenridge, Sylvia Bridge, Chuck Claspy, Keith Gusshard, Ann
Harned, Kathleen MacArthur, Suzie Malone, Kathy Sivik, Charlotte Thomas, and Dick Zinn.

225mH ANNIVERSARY

FIRST PRESBY TERIAN
. CHURCH .

gy g oo

Under Chuck Claspy’s thoughtful leadership, the committee has brought new life to many aspects of church life.
They revived the Wednesday lunches, highlighted the beauty of our stained-glass windows, created a new church
directory, invited guest preachers, and planned memorable receptions. They organized a renewal weekend with
former longtime and beloved pastor Dave Hosick, designed a new church logo, and created Christmas ornaments
that will serve as lasting reminders of this special year. Their work culminated in a beautiful anniversary dinner that
offered all of us a chance to celebrate and reflect on God’s faithfulness.

As we celebrate this year, it is fitting to recall words from our 150th anniversary, which still ring true today: “An
anniversary is more than the mere marking of passing time. It is not a story of days but of events. Happy is the anniversary if it
is the recording of events that mark progress. We are grateful to Almighty God that it is our privilege to share in the celebration
of our God’s blessing. This Church was conceived in Faith, born in sacrifice, and nurtured in determined Hope. She has weathered
the storm through all these years. She has served this community in its sorrows and in its joys, in its defeats, and in its successes.
Today she stands unshaken on the Human Highway of Service, supported by a great history, tempered by a great opportunity,
and challenged by a great future.”

The work of the anniversary committee has reflected this same spirit. Through their vision and effort, they have
deepened our appreciation for the past, celebrated the present, and given encouragement for the future. We are
grateful for their dedication and for the many ways they have helped make this year one of joy, remembrance, and
hope.

With heartfelt thanks to each member of the committee, and with special gratitude to Chuck Claspy for his

leadership, we celebrate not only 225 years of First Presbyterian Church but the people who make this church
Christ’s Church.

First Presbyterian Church



DECEMBER YOUTH SPOTLIGHT

LYDIA GREEN

15 years old
Meadville Area Senior High School

Grade: 9

Get to Know me -

If I could instantly learn any skill, what would it be? I'd probably say playing the guitar, because it’s
something that takes years to be good at, and it can get pretty discouraging.

If I opened a restaurant, what kind of food would you serve and what would you name it? A
little while ago I joked with my mom that we should open one of those little food stands like in a mall or
something that just sells garlic bread. I haven’t thought of a name yet.

Aspirations & Hopes -

What’s something I’d love to try or learn someday, even if it sounds a little wild right now? |
think learning to ride a motorcycle would be pretty cool, and I could see myself enjoying it. Being able to get
that sense of thrill and adrenaline just on a drive to work everyday would be awesome.

If I could “shadow” any job for a day, just to see what it’s like, what would I pick? I think
shadowing an engineer could be pretty interesting. I always hear about how much math it is and all the work
in college, but I want to know what kind of problems they’re solving daily at their job, what math they end
up using, and how.

Faith & Following Jesus -
If following Jesus was like a road trip, what “stop” would you be at right now? Whatever part it is

where the person in the passenger seat is screaming at me because I missed the exit, and the map they’re using
isn’t even complete because the printer ran out of ink at home.

Dreaming About the Future-
What do you hope the church will always be known for? I hope people see it as a place free of

judgment, and a place you can turn to when you need help in your life. I don’t want it to only be a place for

people who have their life put together and make it to church every Sunday in perfectly ironed clothes.



FAIRVIEW FAIRMONT FAMILY CENTER
We wanted to share a photo of our recently
opened tween & teen room at the center!
Twenty-five kids attend the afterschool program,
ten of those being 5th and 6th graders.

We are so grateful to our Allegheny Bonner
students for applying for and receiving the
¢ funding for furniture and supplies for this
I room. The Outreach Board provided new floor,

which really makes the space beautiful and easier to clean!

Notes from the Director of Music

It’s been a busy few months, hasn’t it! My organ recital on October
31, part of the church’s yearlong anniversary celebration, became a
tribute to our former music director Rebecca Borthwick-Aiken after

we learned of her death on Oct. 1. About 100 people were in

attendance, with more watching via YouTube (including members of
Becky’s family). My sincere thanks go to the 225" anniversary committee for
organizing the evening’s refreshments, and to Chuck Claspy for operating the

livestream.

The Allegheny College choirs concert on Nov. 22 was also a success! While I've
enjoyed the experience of directing the choirs, it’s also a lot of work: I'll be happy to
return to the role of accompanist next semester. Our church choir is enjoying a bit
of rest over the Thanksgiving break, but returns for our annual Festival of Lessons
& Carols on Dec. 7. (Note that by decision of the Session, there will be no 8:30
service that morning). Following the service, the Worship & Music Committee hosts

our traditional “Chili, Cornbread & Carols”. The congregation is requested to

bring a dessert to share, but we'll provide everything else: including meatless and gluten-
free options for those with dietary restrictions.

A week later, on Sunday the 14™, the French Creek Brass Quintet returns to enrich
the 11:00 service with some special seasonal music. This group of professional
musicians is always a favorite of the congregation, and we’re delighted to have them

back once again thanks to the ongoing generosity of Dr. Dennis and Marci Finton.

Finally, the Session and the Worship & Music Committee have determined — based on feedback received from the
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Chris Thomas
Kathy Spencer
. Laurel Porter
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Norma Miller
Rick Green
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Kris Lubomski
Dennie Finton
Kevin Dill
Sidney Brown
Richard Young
Rich Eakin
Nancy Zinn
Carol Young
Perry Hilburn
Jonathan DeArment
. Nancy Alexander
. Marilyn Robb

. Terri Lyons

Luanne Hall
November 15, 2025

congregational survey in November — that we will offer Christmas Eve services at 4:00 PM and 8:00 PM this year.
We realize this is a departure from our tradition, but felt that a change was necessary, particularly in light of the steep
decline in attendance at the 10:00 PM Candlelight service. The survey revealed that many in the congregation desired

an earlier option, and so we thank you for bearing with us as we realign our schedule to best meet the needs of our

community.

Until next time,

Kevin




OH, WHAT FUN IT IS
TO READ!

See all the wonderful
books there are in our
church library for this
Christmas season. Come in and Check Them Out!

In the May/June  issue  of
the Today devotional in an article
regarding  fellowship the author
commented that "family" should be a
verb, for it is "about gathering, sharing
meals, talking, praying together, and
supporting one another." God's people are called to
"family, actively living in community and love."

The deacons plan to start a meal ministry and
invite church members to assist with bulk meal

preparation. The meals will be stocked in the church
freezer for distribution to persons in need. So, get
your aprons ready and watch for more details in the
bulletin as we prepare to "family" our neighbors in
need.

STEWARDSHIP AND MEMORIALS
REPORT: Stewardship Sunday was
November 16. We received 94 pledge
cards from members for a total of
$445,663. We received 3 pledge cards

WKK from friends of the church for a total of
$3,000.

If you have not turned in a pledge card, it’s not too
late. Your support and talents are appreciated and

crucial for the preservation of our ministry here at
Meadville First.

\1N|In: 2025 Annual Reports are due in
the office by December 30. If you

"Mk have any questions, please call the
church office at 814-333-2161. Reports are due from
the following: Pastor, all Committee Moderators,
Board of Trustees, Board of Deacons, Presbyterian
Cornerstone Child Care,
Fairview/Fairmont Outreach, Stephen Ministry, and

Women,

Financial Secretary. Thank you!

The Mission Focus for December
is the Greenhouse. We're
collecting unwrapped items (i.e.
scarves, hats, slippers, jewelry,
candy and related items) and gift-
wrapping supplies (i.e. wrapping paper, bows, tags,
and tape) so the children can give their moms
Christmas presents. If you would like to help, place
unwrapped gifts and wrapping supplies into the
Presbyterian Women’s bin in the church office by
December 15th. These items will be delivered to the
Greenhouse in time for Christmas.

The Mission Committee will continue to
collect sample sized shampoo, hand
sanitizer, bath gel, lotion and toothpaste
for the homeless patients at the Free Clinic. Please
place your donations in the PW bin in the church
office.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
(Sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse)
Our congregation has done an
amazing job once again filling boxes

with toys, hygiene items and school supplies. Forty-
Eight boxes and $480 towards postage were dropped
off at First Christian Church. Our boxes along with
thousands of others were delivered to a U.S.
processing center then shipped to boys and girls all
around the world.

The Deacons need Salvation
Army Bell Ringers on Saturday,
December 13th inside Tops

- Market. If you can help contact
Ross Feltz at 814-323-8526.

% i? SANCTUARY POINSETTIAS
* " All orders must be in by Wednesday, December
g

3", The cost is $15 per plant offered in red,
pink or white. Order forms are also available in the church
office and on the church website.

The 2026 Flower Chart is hanging in
the foyer adjacent to the sanctuary. Sign
up for the date of your choice to provide
chancel flowers for Sunday worship.




N ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
| Thank you,
" Ministers,

Stephen

members  and

friends of the church, for your
submissions to this year’s Advent Devotional Booklet.
We had an amazing turnout. Booklets are available
in the church office and at the entrances of the
sanctuary. We encourage you to share the booklets
with your friends and family.

The Christmas season can be a difficult
@ % time for many. If you would like the care
qwl and support of a Stephen Minister, please

]

call the church office. We are here for you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
During Advent (December 7, 14 and
21) we will be focusing on a book by
Rachel Billups called “An Unlikely
Advent: Extraordinary People of the
Christmas Story.” This Advent study
centers on the experiences of four
sets of often overlooked characters
in the Nativity story. Rachel Billups guides readers
through the themes of hope, love, joy, and peace by
sharing the stories of Elizabeth and Zechariah, Herod,
the Magi, and the shepherds. Each set of unexpected
characters has something to teach about living
faithfully on the journey to Christmas.

THE CHRISTAMAS JOY

OFFERING prepares the way

* for the leaders of our Church -

PREPARE THE WAY
past, present and future.

T 50% of your gifts smooth the

path for current and retired

church workers and their

families in their time of need.
T 50% of your gifts prepare students to learn and
grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color. The
Christmas Joy Offering is received at the Christmas
Eve services

OUR ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF
LESSONS AND CAROLS will
be December7 at 11:00
AM. Through Scripture, music,
and prayer, we'll encounter anew
| the story of humanity’s fall from
& i grace and the promise of the
Messiah. (By decision of the Session, there will be no

LESSONS
_(,:(7‘___
CAROLS

8:30 service that morning.)

o IT'S BACK.........

will follow the service on
December 7.  The Worship
and Music Committee will
provide the chili and cornbread; the congregation is
invited to bring a dessert to share. (Did we mention there
will be carol singing too?)

CONGRATULATIONS to Howie and
Carol Ann McCall on the birth of their
grandson Carter Hayes McCall. Carter
was born on November 3, weighing 8lbs
3 oz. Proud parents are Michael and Erin McCall.

ahN Women’s Bible Study will meet for
4 B A lunch at Perkins Restaurant on

Vir.-.:r.‘\"

L-f—‘ﬁ*mﬂ-’-‘ December 11 at 1:00 p.m. for some

Wep holiday fellowship. Lunch is open to

-'.‘ .‘""I;-.'.““_

> any of our women from the church,
Bible study or circles. Please let Mary Truran know if
you would like to attend by December 7 so she can
make the reservations or contact her if you would like
a ride to the restaurant. 814-573-7943 or

mtruran1687@zoominternet.net.

KATE'S ANGEL TREE REMINDER
Gifts are due back to the church office by

December 7™. Please return the wrapped

gifts with the original ornaments

OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT
TOTAL INCOME: $26,477
TOTAL EXPENSES: $64,741
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor: Rev. Ben Black
Minister of Music: Kevin Dill
Administrative Assistant: Mary Zahora
Financial Secretary: Kris Lubomski
Custodian: Elijah Boyd
Evening Custodian: Chris Wade

Email: firstchurch@meadvillefpc.org
Find us: www.meadvillefpc.org and

www.facebook.com/FPCMeadville

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

(11:00 am service is available on YouTube)

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Adult Sunday School
9:30 AM

Children’s Sunday School
9:45 AM

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Family Service - 4:00 PM
Traditional Candlelight Service - 8:00 PM
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