We welcome you to this service of prayer and praise! [Please switch your mobile devices to silent mode.]

Regular Print: Leader Bold: Congregation *Asterisk: Please stand if able

“Jesus matters because of what he brought. In sharing our weaknesses, he gives us strength
and in his companionship a life that has the quality of eternity.”
—Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy

*+ WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD ++

Welcome & Announcements
This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Lighting of the First Advent Candle Rick, JoLayne, & Lydia Green

Prayer of Adoration

*Opening Hymn: #83 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus STUTTGART

*Prayer of Confession:
Gracious God, in this season of Advent we wait for the coming of Christ, yet we confess
that our lives do not reflect the hope we proclaim. You call us to love our neighbors, but
we have turned inward and protected our own comfort. You command us to remember
the poor, yet we have walked past need and excused our inaction. You invite us to forgive,
but we have carried grudges and allowed old wounds to shape our hearts. You offer us Your
peace, but we have let anger, fear, and anxiety guide our thoughts and our choices. Above
all, You call us to love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, yet we confess that
we have given You only fragments of our devotion.
Lord, have mercy on us. Forgive what we have done and what we have left undone. Renew
us by Your Spirit so that our waiting may be faithful and our hope may be true. As we
anticipate the coming of Christ, the One who has come, is with us, and who will come
again, turn our hearts toward Your light. Restore us, cleanse us, and set our feet on the
path of peace. We rejoice that in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven, and we look with
longing and joy for His return.

*Silent Confession:
In the quiet now, we offer you our silent confessions from the depths of our hearts...

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon (from Ephesians 2)

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us even when we
were dead in our sins, made us alive together in Christ. By His surpassing grace we have
been saved! Friends, believe the good news of the gospels.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Sung Response (sung twice through) music: Marty Haugen, 1982
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For you, O Lord, my soul in still-ness waits; tru-ly my hope is in you.
+ WE LISTEN AS THE SCRIPTURES ARE PROCLAIMED +

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Reading: 2 Samuel 7:12-16
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible p. 349

Message for Young Disciples Pastor Ben
*Hymn of the Day The Advent of Our God ST THOMAS
John Chandler, 1806-1876 Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
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1 The ad-vent of our God shall be our theme for  prayer;
2 The ev - er - last - ing Son in - car - nate stoops to be,
3 Come, Zi-on's daugh-ter, rise to meet your low - ly king,
4 Al glo-ry to the Son who comes to set us free,
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Come, let us meet him on the road and place for him pre-pare.
Him - self the ser-vant's form puts on to set his peo - ple free.

Nor  let your faith -less heart de-spise the peace he comes to bring
With Fa-ther, Spi - rit, ev - er one through all e - ter - ni - ty

Pew Bible p. 1
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:1-17
Sermon: A ROOT AWAKENING The Rev. Benjamin Black

+ WE RESPOND IN FAITH AND GRATITUDE



*Sung Affirmation of Faith: #93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates TRURO

Offertory Interlude Felix Mendelssohn (Germany, 1809-1847)

(Your prayer requests may be written on the blue prayer cards and placed in the offering plate.)

Andante Religioso

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow =~ OLD HUNDREDTH
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Praise him, all crea-tures here be - low,
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Praise him a-bove,ye heav'n-ly host: Praise Fa-ther,Son,and Ho-ly Ghost. A-men.

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

+ WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

*Closing Hymn: O Day of God, Draw Near BAYLOR

R.B.Y. Scott (1899-1987)

Hal Hopson (1933-2025)
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1 0O day of God, draw near in beau -ty and in power;
2 Bring jus-tice to our land, that all may dwell se - cure,
3 Bring to this world of strife your sov - ereign word of peace,
A uH 4 O day of Godl, draw near as at cre - a - tion's  birth:
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come with your time-less judge-ment now to match this pre-sent hour
and fine-ly build for days to come foun-da - tions that en - dure.
that war may haunt the earth no more, and des - o - la- tion cease.
let  there be light a - gain, and set your judge-ments in the earth.
Benediction
Postlude Choral March William Lloyd Webber (England, 1914-1982)
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This icon was painted by the Cretan artist Angelos Akotantos around the year 1450.
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