
“There is something about the cross…which grasps us.”               —NT Wright 

We welcome you as we gather in the name of Christ!  [Please switch your mobile devices to silent mode.] 
 

Regular Print: Leader           Bold: Congregation          *Asterisk: Please stand if able 
 

 
 

 

☩ WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD ☩ 
             

Welcome and Announcements 
 This is the day the Lord has made!  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
     

Prelude:                           Invocation                                Brenda Portman (United States, b.1980)       
 

Call to Worship:  
 Come, people of God, and do not be afraid, for the Lord who calls us knows us completely. 
 The God who knows us also loves us, forgives us, and holds us in his care. 

Jesus reminds us that not one sparrow falls apart from the Father’s knowledge,  
and that we are precious in his sight. 
We are not forgotten, abandoned, or alone. 
Christ calls us to speak his truth, to bear his name,  
and to follow him even when the way is difficult. 
We will not place our ultimate trust in the approval of the world, 
for our lives are held by God. 
Whoever welcomes Christ’s people welcomes Christ himself, and whoever gives even 
a cup of cold water in his name participates in the work of God’s kingdom. 
So, with courage, joy, and gratitude, let us worship the God who knows us, 
loves us, forgives us, and calls us to follow Jesus! 

 

Prayer of Adoration 
 
*Opening Hymn: #32                    I Sing the Mighty Power of God                         ELLACOMBE  
 
*Prayer of Confession: 

Gracious God, we confess that we are often more afraid of people than we are trusting of 
you.  We have hidden what we believe, softened what we should have said, and remained 
silent when love required courage.  We have forgotten that you know us completely, 
including the parts of ourselves we would rather conceal, and yet you have not turned away 
from us.  We have failed to love our enemies, welcome the stranger, receive the little ones, 
and recognize Christ in those who need even the smallest act of mercy.  Forgive us for the 
ways fear has made our world smaller and our hearts harder.  Thank you that Jesus Christ 
has taken our sin upon himself and has poured out his life for sinners who could not save 

themselves.  By your mercy, make us brave enough to follow Christ, humble enough to 
receive your grace, and loving enough to welcome others in his name. 

 
*Silent Confession  

In the quiet now, we offer you our silent confessions from the depths of our hearts… 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon (from Ephesians 2) 

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us even when we 
were dead in our sins, made us alive together in Christ. 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospels:   
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 

*Sung Response                                                                                 music: Afro–Caribbean melody                                                                   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
☩  WE LISTEN AS THE SCRIPTURES ARE PROCLAIMED  ☩ 

 

Prayer for Illumination        
 
Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 139:1–18                                                             Pew Bible p.710 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Message for Young Disciples                                                                                           Pastor Ben 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:26–42                                                                 Pew Bible p.12–13 
 
Sermon:  PRECIOUS SPARROWS                                                            The Rev. Benjamin Black 

 
☩  WE RESPOND IN FAITH AND GRATITUDE  ☩ 

 

*Sung Affirmation of Faith: #837      What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine         SHOWALTER 
 
Offertory Interlude:     Dialogue        anonymous, from the Carpentras manuscript (17th century)       

(You may, if you wish, write prayer requests on the blue prayer cards and place them in the offering plate.) 
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*Hymn of Thanksgiving:            We Give You But Your Own                                   SCHUMANN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.    

 
☩  WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD  ☩ 

  

*Closing Hymn:                By Gracious Powers Wonderfully Sheltered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude:                             Festival Finale                                Malcolm Archer (England, b.1952) 

 
 First Presbyterian Church 

   

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2026  ▪  10:00 AM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


