
“The church is called to be the community in which the love of God becomes visible.” 
                               —N.T. Wright 

We welcome you as we gather in the name of Christ!  [Please switch your mobile devices to silent mode.] 
 

Regular Print: Leader           Bold: Congregation          *Asterisk: Please stand if able 
 

 
 

 
 

☩ WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD ☩ 
             

Welcome and Announcements 
 This is the day the Lord has made!  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
     

Prelude:                        Invocation                           Charles Callahan (United States, 1951–2023)     
   
Call to Worship:  

Beloved of God, Christ has gathered us from many places and many stories.   
Come and worship the One whose love never fails! 
We come as forgiven people, grateful for mercy and eager to follow Jesus. 
Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another, just as I have loved you.” 
Lord, teach us to love as we have been loved, to forgive as we have been forgiven. 
God calls us to holiness – not merely in words,  
but in lives marked by justice, kindness, and compassion for our neighbors. 
By Your Spirit, shape us into a people whose love reflects the character of Christ. 
The world will know Christ’s disciples by their love.   
Come, then, and lift your hearts in praise! 
We worship the God who loved us while we were still broken,  
who redeems us through Christ, and who calls us to love one another.  

 

Prayer of Adoration 
 
*Opening Hymn: #561                     My Country, ‘Tis of Thee                                     AMERICA 
 
*Prayer of Confession: 

Merciful God, You have loved us with a love deeper than we can measure, yet we confess 
that we have often withheld love from others.  We have been quick to judge, slow to forgive, 
eager to protect ourselves, and reluctant to bear one another’s burdens.  We have spoken 
words that wound, ignored needs we could have met, and loved our comforts more than 
our neighbors.  Forgive us for failing to reflect the love of Christ that has been poured out 
so generously upon us.  Renew our hearts by Your Spirit, that gratitude for Your mercy 
might overflow into genuine love for others.  We trust not in our goodness but in Your 

grace, revealed in Jesus Christ, who welcomes sinners, heals the broken, and makes all things 
new. 

 
*Silent Confession  

In the quiet now, we offer you our silent confessions from the depths of our hearts… 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon (from Ephesians 2) 

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us even when we 
were dead in our sins, made us alive together in Christ. 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospels:   
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 

*Sung Response                                                                                      traditional Ghanian melody 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
☩  WE LISTEN AS THE SCRIPTURES ARE PROCLAIMED  ☩ 

 

Prayer for Illumination        
 
Old Testament Reading: Leviticus 19:1–2, 13–18                                          Pew Bible p.132-133 

This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
Message for Young Disciples                                                                                     Rev. Jim Haas 
 
Gospel Reading: John 13:31–35                                               Pew Bible p.132 
 
Homily:  ON BEING 'COMMANDED' TO LOVE                                                    Rev. Jim Haas 
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☩  WE RESPOND IN FAITH AND GRATITUDE  ☩ 
 

Sung Affirmation of Faith:             For the Healing of the Nations                          MADELEINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offertory Interlude:            Liturgical Sketch #2                  Rosalia Lopez (United States, b.1977)    
(You are invited to write prayer requests on the blue prayer cards and place them in the offering plate.) 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving: #555 (v.1)    Now Thank We All Our God           NUN DANKET ALLE 
  
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.    

 
☩  WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD  ☩ 

  

*Closing Hymn: #564                    O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                               MATERNA  
 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude:         To God Be the Glory                   arr. John Carter (United States, b.1930)       
                   
 

 
   

First Presbyterian Church 
   

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Sunday, July 5, 2026  ▪  10:00 AM 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


