We welcome you as we gather in the name of Christ! [Please switch your mobile devices to silent mode.]

Regular Print: Leader *Asterisk: Please stand if able

Bold: Congregation

“Jesus does not call us to do what he did, but to be as he was, permeated with love. Then
the doing of what he did and said becomes the natural expression of who we are in him.”

*+ WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD +

Welcome & Announcements
This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Minute for Mission: Congregational Meeting

Chris Lafferty
Choral Introit (11:00) O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord Hal Hopson (United States, 1933-2025)

Call to Worship:
Jesus says, “You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world.”
We come, trusting that God is at work among us.
We gather with ordinary lives and honest hearts.
We come to meet the living God.
Christ calls us to lives shaped by love, mercy, and faithfulness.
Teach us your ways, O Lord.
Christ meets us where we are and calls us forward.
We open our hearts to the light of Christ.
Come, let us worship God together.
We come with joy and thanksgiving.

Prayer of Adoration

*Opening Hymn: #342 Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor RHUDDLAN

*Prayer of Confession:
Faithful and gracious God, you have come near to us in Jesus Christ and shown us what life
in your kingdom looks like. You call us to be salt and light, yet we confess that we often
lose our distinctiveness. We blend in when we are called to stand out in love, and we hide
our light when faith feels costly or inconvenient. You teach us that righteousness is more
than outward obedience, yet our hearts are divided. Anger takes root in us, resentment
lingers longer than it should, and we nurse old wounds instead of seeking reconciliation.
You call us to speak truthfully, yet we shade the truth to protect ourselves. You call us to
faithfulness in our relationships, yet we settle for what is easy rather than what is faithful.

You invite us to love even those who oppose us, yet we draw lines quickly and build walls
easily. We pray for those who agree with us and forget those who challenge us. We guard
our rights more fiercely than we pursue your mercy. Forgive us, Lord, not because we have
earned it, but because you are gracious. Thank you for meeting us not with condemnation,
but with healing and hope. By your Spirit, shape us again. Teach us to live from changed
hearts, not hardened habits. Make us a people who reflect your light, who seek
reconciliation, and who love with courage and humility. We trust that you hear us, and we

thank you that you do not leave us where we are, but call us forward in grace through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

*Silent Confession:

In the quiet now, we offer you our silent confessions from the depths of our hearts...
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon (from Ephesians 2)
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us even when we
were dead in our sins, made us alive together in Christ. By His surpassing grace we have
been saved! Friends, believe the good news of the gospels.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*The Gloria Patri music: Kevin Dill (2015)
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*+ WE LISTEN AS THE SCRIPTURES ARE PROCLAIMED +

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-7
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible p.820

Minute for Mission: Souper Bowl Sunday Henry Fischer (8:30); Emmett Stoner (11:00)

Choral Anthem (11:00) Bound for the Promised Land ~ tune: Walker’s Southern Harnony (1835)
choral arrangement: Kevin Dill (2013/2024)



Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:13-38 Pew Bible p.5-6

Sermon: “TOO SALTY TO BE TASTELESS” The Rev. Benjamin Black

+ WE RESPOND IN FAITH AND GRATITUDE

Our Hope, Our Life O WALY WALY

Sung Affirmation of Faith: #849

Offertory Interlude Largo Elizabeth Stirling (England, 1819-1895)

(Your prayer requests may be written on the blue prayer cards and placed in the offering plate.)

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: #341 (v.1) O God, Show Mercy to Us THAXTED
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
The Sacrament of Communion

+ WE GO OUT INTO THE WORLD

*Hymn: For the Bread Which You Have Broken WYCLIFF

Louis FitzGerald Benson, 1924, alt. Sir John Stainer, 1887
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1 For the bread which you have bro-ken, for the wine which you have poured,
2 By this pro - mise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
3 With the saints who now a-doreyou seat-ed at the heavn-ly board,

4 In vyour ser - vice, Lord, de-fend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward,
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for the words which you have spo-ken, now we give our thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heavn a-bove us, sanc - ti - fy our lives, O Lord.
may the church still wait - ing for you keep love's tie wun-bro - ken, Lord.
in the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.

Postlude (11:00) Allegretto Gustav Merkel (Germany, 1827-1885)

w First Presbvterian Church

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, February 1, 2026 = 8:30 & 11:00 AM

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything
except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand,
and it gives light to all in the house.” — Matthew 5:13-15 ESV

The First Presbyterian Church of Meadville, Pennsylvania = founded 1800
www.meadvillefpc.org = 814-333-2161

Kevin Dill - Director of Music
Kris Lubomski - Financial Secretary

Chris Wade - Evening Custodian

The Rev. Benjamin Black - Senior Pastor
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